
Worksheets for Pascha at the Duck Pond



Name                                                                                      Date                                                

Pascha at the Duck Pond

The whole Duck Pond was there—all except Capers and Rigid.



Name                                                                                      Date                                                

Pascha at the Duck Pond

Capers said, “I don’t deserve to be here, but thank you
for inviting me.”  And then, though he didn’t know it, his
face became as bright as theirs.



Name                                                                                      Date                                                

Pascha at the Duck Pond - Crossword

Across
 2.  Rigid _____ out from not eating or drinking enough.
 3.  Rigid told Capers that he shouldn’t drink _____ during Lent.
 5.  Capers the _____ always did whatever he liked.
 7.  The animals followed the people in the _____.
 9.  _____ the Church Mouse always helped Henry.
10. Rigid the Rooster always followed the _____.

Down
 1. Rigid bought a _____ for Henry.
 4. Henry the _____ had a bad cold throughout all of Lent.
 6. Rigid’s friends all went to _____ him in the hospital.
 8. Capers came to _____ because Charity asked him.



Name                                                                                      Date                                                

Pascha at the Duck Pond – Crossword Key

Across
 2.  Rigid _____ out from not eating or drinking enough.
 3.  Rigid told Capers that he shouldn’t drink _____ during Lent.
 5.  Capers the _____ always did whatever he liked.
 7.  The animals followed the people in the _____.
 9.  _____ the Church Mouse always helped Henry.
10. Rigid the Rooster always followed the _____.

Down
 1. Rigid bought a _____ for Henry.
 4. Henry the _____ had a bad cold throughout all of Lent.
 6. Rigid’s friends all went to _____ him in the hospital.
 8. Capers came to _____ because Charity asked him.



Name                                                                                      Date                                                

Pascha at the Duck Pond – Word Search

Candles Capers Charity Church Duck Fasting Fearless
Hamster Henry Hospital House Lent Mouse Parrot
Pascha Polly Procession Rigid Rooster Rules Vaporizer



Name                                                                                      Date                                                

Pascha at the Duck Pond – Word Search Key

Candles Capers Charity Church Duck Fasting Fearless
Hamster Henry Hospital House Lent Mouse Parrot
Pascha Polly Procession Rigid Rooster Rules Vaporizer



Name                                                                                      Date                                                

Pascha at the Duck Pond – Vocabulary
1. Charity – the highest kind of love; kindness, giving to the poor

2. Delay – not doing something right away

3. Fasting – to stop doing something (usually eating certain foods) as a way to get closer to God

4. Hesitation – delaying because you are unsure what to do

5. Just – deserved

6. Labor – to work hard

7. Lent – the time of fasting before Easter.  It is often called Great Lent.

8. Misgiving – a feeling that something bad is going to happening

9. Pascha – the usual Orthodox name for Easter.  It refers both to the Hebrew word pesach 
(Passover – when God saved the Israelites from Egypt) and to the Greek word paschein (to 
suffer) because Christ saved us by suffering on the Cross and rising from the dead.

10. Pneumonia – a disease of the lungs that makes it hard to breathe

11. Procession – a group of people walking together for a special reason

12. Prostration – bowing to the ground

13. Rigid – hard to bend; hard to change

14. Sheen – a soft shine on the surface of something

15. Thermos – a special bottle that keeps hot things hot and cold things cold

16. Threadbare – thin and worn out.  Usually refers to clothes

17. Vaporizer – a device you use when you have trouble breathing.
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Pascha at the Duck Pond – Matching



Name                                                                                      Date                                                

Pascha at the Duck Pond – Matching Key



Pascha at the Duck Pond – Discussion Questions
1. Which animals change from the beginning to the end of the story?  How do they change?

◦ Rigid learns that following the rules isn’t enough.  You have to be humble and loving, too.
◦ Capers learns that fasting is a good thing and that God accepts repentance even at the last 

hour.  He probably also learns not to judge Rigid.

2. Is Rigid a good name for Rigid the Rooster?  Why? Would your answer be different at the end 
of the book than at the beginning?  Why?
◦ The name fits him very well at the beginning of the book.  He follows the rules no matter 

what, but he doesn’t understand what the rules are really about. So, he would have trouble 
telling when it might be good to “bend” a rule (he might, for example, have had trouble 
understanding why Henry couldn’t fast)

◦ At the end of the book, Rigid is probably not a good name for him.  He probably still would 
follow the rules, but he would be doing so out of love.  So, he would probably not judge 
people so hard when they’re not following the rules.

3. Is Charity a good name for Charity the Church Mouse?  Why?  Would your answer be different 
at the end of the book than at the beginning?  Why?
◦ The name fits her well throughout the whole book.  She is full of deep Christian love, and 

because of that she is always helping the other animals.  She is also full of joy, which shows
that her charity is real Christian charity (different from the kind of charity that Rigid was 
giving at the beginning of the book)

4. Why do you think Charity wore threadbare clothes?
◦ Most likely because she spent as much of her money as possible on others, not on herself

5. What do you think Henry’s greatest virtue is?  Why?
◦ Thankfulness.  He didn’t complain about being sick, but was thankful for everyone that 

helped him.  He was even thankful to Rigid when Rigid’s “charity” wasn’t very loving.

6. Why wasn’t Henry fasting?  Do you think Henry would have fasted if he wasn’t sick?  Why?
◦ He was sick and his doctor told him he couldn’t fast.  
◦ He probably WOULD have fasted if he could.  Fasting helps us have control of our eating, 

and that helps us have control over other things.  Henry had a lot of control over himself.  
So, he probably got that partly by fasting during fasting periods.

7. What changed Capers’ heart?  
◦ It started with Charity’s continuing to love him and then coming to look for him.
◦ Then, he heard the sermon of St. John Chrysostom and realized that God accepts anybody 

even at the 11th hour if they’re willing to repent.

8. What do you think happened that made the animals’ faces brighter than candles?
◦ The love of God fills us with light (the saints really DO shine brighter than the sun, but we 

usually can’t see that light because we don’t let God fill us all the way up with His love)

9. What do you think Rigid meant when he said, “No, I think I have always missed Pascha”?
◦ He realized that he had missed the meaning of Pascha until now.

10. What do you think the last sentence of the book means, “Rigid hadn’t missed Pascha after all”?
◦ His heart was changed by the love of God (and of his friends).


