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Dear Friends,
A friend of mine and her husband adopted a teenager from
the Ukraine a couple of years ago and have just adopted
another. The two boys were good friends at the orphanage,
and so, to quote my friend, "They are so happy to be
brothers now."
It's a beautiful story on its own, but it also got me thinking
about the reality of our adoption in Christ. If an earthly
adoption made these two boys brothers and brought them
such joy, how much more truly are we brothers and sisters
in Christ, and how much greater should be our joy?
So, why don't we experience this joy? Well, spiritual
reality is often harder to see than physical reality, but that
is all the more reason to remind ourselves of the truth of
our brotherhood in Christ. On a different note, we have a
lot of brothers and sisters that we DIDN'T start out as
friends with, and there's probably a handful that we just
don't like very much ☹. But the God who rejoiced to adopt
sinners like us can give us the grace to rejoice in and love
His other adopted children. And who knows? If we are
willing to let Him change our hearts like that, maybe our
brothers and sisters who don't like US very much will say
"We're so happy to be brothers and sisters now"!

ZOO UPDATE Make Room for Ducklings!
Just when we thought that our zoo was
full, we got a call from some friends,
asking if we were interested in taking
some baby ducks.
Well, who could
possibly say no to such cuteness? And if
we COULD have said no, then how could
we have said no when we found out that
some crafty rats were finding their way
into the duck coop and getting some of
the ducklings?!
So, after getting permission from the
city and scurrying to get set up for ducks,
we now have SIX new members of the
bird section of the zoo, who are happily
settling in. But don't tell the parrots - we
haven't broken it to them yet!!

With love in Christ,
Mother Melania and the sisters

Can we get a bigger
swimming pool?

Do you think we can
huddle closer if we try?

SUNDAYS - Divine Liturgy, 10:00AM
TRANSFIGURATION - Friday, Aug 6, 9:00AM Divine Liturgy
DORMITION - Saturday, Aug 14, 5:00PM Vigil; Sunday Aug 15, 10:00AM Divine Liturgy
- for other services and more details, please see our website
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Ascension

June Zoom Talk with Fr. Spyridon Jajeh
On Saturday June 12, Fr.
Spyridon Jajeh gave the latest
installment of his Bioethics
Series - Euthanasia & End of
Life Decisions. To address these
huge and painful questions, we
started with Scripture and the
Liturgy - beginning with "do Fr. Spyridon - in person
at the monastery!
not murder."

Thou hast ascended in glory,
O Christ our God!

This is not at all to minimize the terrible suffering that
a person near death may experience, but life is a gift
from God and we have no right to take our lives or
those of others. God loves us and is concerned with
our entire life - birth to death; body, soul, and spirit;
for all of us and each person specifically.
But what IS a good death? In the secular view, it is a
death without suffering and while still in control of
one's faculties. To the Christian, death, suffering, and
mental decline remain tragic, but life is still
meaningful and valuable no matter one's
circumstances. And a good life and death are those in
which we take up our crosses and follow Christ because
the way to eternal life is THROUGH suffering.
Having set the stage, we looked at a set of scenarios:
1) a person on life support after a terrible accident, 2) a
person with six months to live, 3) a person with a
chronic debilitating and painful disease that is NOT
life-threatening, 4) a person who has just had enough
of life and wants to die before they start to suffer and
lose their independence. For each scenario, there were
many sub-scenarios: what are the chances they might
get well? how old are they? does the family want them
to keep going? what is the financial impact? ... While
euthanasia remains a clear "no," the first three present
very real questions of "At what point is prolonging life
harmful?"
There are no easy answers for us in these tragic and
complicated situations. But we can rest assured that
Christ is the measure of all things - not the
government, not society, not our culture, not our own
individual beliefs. Through the Church, Christ offers a
solution for every calamity. Let's not deprive ourselves
and others of the solutions for our personal calamities
by quitting our journey towards Christ at the very end
of our road.

Fr. George Washburn

Pentecost

Fr. John Takahashi

We are thankful to God to have our
brothers and sisters back with us!
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