Holy Assumption Monastery Newsletter – October 2016
HERE & THERE

1519 Washington St., Calistoga, CA 94515
Phone: 707-942-6244; Email: sisters@holyassumptionmonastery.com

Dear Friends of Holy Assumption Monastery,
As this is being written, the “kneeling protests” during the National Anthem seem to have taken on a life
of their own. More and more athletes are joining Colin Kaepernick’s protest, with the all-too-predictable
result of inflamed passions on both sides of the racial divide, even to the point of death threats.
In the middle of this conflict there appeared a video that would normally not merit a second glance –
America’s Got Talent finalists Linkin' Bridge singing the National Anthem at a Louisville Cardinals college
football game. Linkin' Bridge is an a cappella quartet of African American men who grew up in
Louisville’s West End, in one of the worst slums in mid-America. If anybody has a right to be angry at our
societal injustices, these men do. But instead of protesting, they worked hard at developing their amazing
God-given talents, refused to become bitter, and set about being the best people they could be. As these
four quietly told their stories, millions of people got a glimpse of the heartache of ghetto life but also of the
deep goodness that still exists in our country, even in such broken places.
When you know their background story, listening to Linkin' Bridge sing “O, say, does that star-spangled
banner yet wave o’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?” brings a lump to your throat. These
men KNOW how often we fail to live up to our highest ideals. Yet, instead of widening the divide between
“us” and “them,” they choose to see one big “us.” Instead of rubbing our faces in our failings, they choose
to celebrate the best in us. And in doing that, they make it much easier for us to confront the worst in
ourselves so that we may repent and become the persons and society that God calls us to be.
Most of us will never be on the national stage as Colin Kaepernick and Linkin' Bridge have been. But
every day of our lives, we too have to decide how to deal with the very real rifts in our society, our
communities, even our households. There is an intense self-righteous pleasure in pointing out to our
enemies (or our annoying loved ones) just how badly they treat us. The more we indulge this truly guilty
pleasure, though, the deeper the rift becomes. Thankfully, there is another path. We can set our own houses
in order – using our God-given gifts for His glory and the good of our brother, refusing a bitter "us vs.
them" mentality, deliberately seeing the best in others, loving those who hate us (or those who are just
miffed with us at the moment), and, in general, living like the "us" that God made us to be: members of the
Body of Christ. Which will we choose?
with love in Christ,
Mother Melania
and the community
of Holy Assumption Monastery

ZOO UPDATE – Zoo plus
One important contingent of the monastery fauna is the resident
squirrels who consider it their bounden duty to torment our cats.
On any given day, you can see – and hear – a squirrel or two
taunting our cats. The squirrels seem to have an innate grasp of
just how close they can get to the cats before tragedy ensues,
much to the annoyance of our feline population. We do feel for
our cats, but we root for the squirrels!!
You can’t catch me!!!

P.S. PLEASE don’t tell the cats!!!!

What makes you think I was
actually trying?

THE GREAT FEASTS OF SEPTEMBER
The Nativity of the Theotokos – the celebration of the birth
of our Lady the Theotokos and Ever-virgin Mary

The Elevation of the Cross – the celebration of the finding
of the Holy Cross by St. Helen in the 4th century and its
return from Persian captivity in the 7th century

The Gospel Reading

Litya at Vigil
Thy Nativity, O Virgin, has
brought joy to the whole world

Before Thy Cross, we bow
down in worship, O Master


WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE
We are dealing with water issues inside and out these days. A leak in our main house’s hot water tank
necessitated a visit from our plumbers. In the day or two that it took for the new tank to arrive, we gained
much more appreciation for the blessing of hot water! The outdoor water issues are more long-term. For
some time now, we’ve been overhauling our irrigation system to make it more water-efficient (not to mention
just making parts of it WORK again!). An important aspect of this overhaul is a water tank to divert nutrientrich water from our koi pond into the irrigation system. The tank is finished but must still be connected to the
pond and the rest of the system. We hope to finish next month!
Many thanks to all of you who have helped with your expertise, resources, energy, and time. This wouldn’t
be happening without you!

No, we CAN'T move
it a little to the left!

This is NOT what I had in mind
when I said I wanted new digs!

I am doing my level best!

“Tank” you all for a job well done!


CHURCH FESTIVALS
The autumn church festival season started in September. We are, as always, thankful for the opportunity to
bring our bookstore to these festivals, greet old friends and make new ones.
Glendi, St. Seraphim Church,
Santa Rosa, CA

Harvest Festival, Holy Dormition Church,
Santa Rosa, CA

Festival, St. Nicholas Church,
Saratoga, CA

On the look out for customers!

Find the Mynah hat!

Why does it feel like the world’s aslant?

October 2016 Schedule for Holy Assumption Monastery & St. Simeon Church
Monastery contact info – (707) 942-6244; email – sisters@holyassumptionmonastery.com
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

NOTE: Our schedule sometimes changes unexpectedly. So,
please check our website or the recorded message on our
telephone for last minute changes.

2

3

4

5

6

7

1
5 pm Vigil (at
Monastery)

8

9:40am Hours/
Divine Liturgy (at
Monastery)

9

Sat

5 pm Vigil (at St
Simeon Parish)

10

11

12

9:40am Hours/
Divine Liturgy (at
St Simeon Parish)

13
6 pm Vigil (at
Monastery)

14

15

8:40am Hours/
Divine Liturgy (at
Monastery)

5 pm Vigil (at
Monastery)

Ven. Paraskeva

16
9:40am Hours/
Divine Liturgy (at
Monastery)

17
6 pm Vigil (at
Monastery)

18

19

20

8:40am Hours/
Divine Liturgy (at
Monastery)

21
6 pm Vigil (at
Monastery)

Apostle &
Evangelist Luke

22
8:40am Hours/
Divine Liturgy (at
Monastery)
Memorial Saturday
5 pm Vigil (at St
Simeon Parish)

23
9:40am Hours/
Divine Liturgy (at
St Simeon Parish)

24
6 pm Vigil (at
Monastery)

25

26

27

28

8:40am Hours/
Divine Liturgy (at
Monastery)

29
5 pm Vigil (at
Monastery)

Righteous
Tabitha

30
9:40am Hours/
Divine Liturgy (at
Monastery)

31

SAVE THE DATE:
Friday-Sunday Nov 11-13 – Permaculture Workshop
led by Luke Currier
Please see enclosed flyer for details

Holy Assumption Monastery
Permaculture Workshop
The presenter, Luke Currier, is a
tonsured reader in the Orthodox
Church. He is a lifelong gardener with
experience in orchard management,
animal husbandry, landscaping, and
sustainable forestry. He has a
Permaculture Design Certificate
(PDC) through Midwest Permaculture.
He is currently writing a book on the
intersection of Permaculture and
Orthodox Christianity, He holds a BA
in Theology from St. Katherine College
in SanMarcos, CA, as well as an MA in
Social Justice from Kilns College in
Bend, OR.

Friday November 11 –
Sunday November 13
This event will be a combination of lecture and handson learning about suburban applications of
permaculture.
Friday 11/11- An Introduction to Permaculture (6 PM - 8 PM)
Saturday 11/12- Permaculture Principles, Practice, & Design (9 AM - 3 PM)
Sunday 11/13-Permaculture & Orthodox Christianity (12:30 PM - 2:30 PM,
following Divine Liturgy & Coffee Hour)
For more information please contact Holy Assumption Monastery at:
sisters@holyassumptionmonastery.com
707-942-6244
1519 Washington St, Calistoga CA 94515
(Suggested donation $40)

