Holy Assumption Monastery Newsletter – January 2016
1519 Washington St., Calistoga, CA 94515
Phone: 707-942-6244; Email: sisters.holyassumptionmonastery@gmail.com
Website: http://www.holyassumptionmonastery.com

Dear Friends of Holy Assumption Monastery,
Recently, a friend googled the proverb “The more things change, the more they remain the same” and
came up with this definition, “Turbulent changes do not affect reality on a deeper level other than to
cement the status quo.”
We certainly live in turbulent, unsettling times. The weather grows more erratic. The global economic
crisis is worsening. ISIS is bent on extending its reach to all corners of the world. There is real change
here, and not for the better. Reckless and widespread use of fossil fuels has caused (or, at the very least,
greatly exacerbated) global warming – not to mention pollution. The interconnectedness of the world
makes global economic meltdown and war possible in a way that we couldn't have imagined half a
century ago. Still, there have always been weather-related disasters, economic crises, and wars. So,
from a cynical viewpoint, one can read the above quote to mean that disasters have always happened and
will keep running their course until the final disaster destroys us all.
But deeper than that “reality” is the ultimate reality of our loving God. In the middle of his lament
over the destruction of Jerusalem, the Prophet Jeremiah exclaims, “The steadfast love of the Lord never
ceases. His mercies never come to an end. They are new every morning. Great is Thy faithfulness”
(Lamentations 3:23). Turbulent times cemented the prophet's understanding of the ultimate reality – God
is good and loves us and will walk with us through any catastrophe, if only we will let Him.
Indeed, God's love extends beyond us to the whole creation. Soon, we will be celebrating Theophany,
the Baptism of Christ. In our hymns of the feast, we sing “Christ came to sanctify the waters.” In His
Baptism, He cleansed all creation and made it new, sparkling, and life-giving again, for those with eyes
to see. Every year on Theophany, Orthodox Christians bless the streams, rivers, and oceans. The
sanctified waters reach every cranny of the earth. The water we drink is blessed and tingling with the
very life of Christ, no matter what our weather or our financial situation, or whatever threat of violence
hangs upon our land. This is the ultimate reality that never changes, no matter what hardships might
befall us. Which reality we embrace is up to us. May our God, Whose steadfast love never ceases,
enable us to embrace Him in all our ways.
with love in Christ,
Mother Melania
and the community
of Holy Assumption Monastery

CALISTOGA CHRISTMAS FAIRE
We were pleased to participate once again in the annual
Calistoga Christmas Faire. Thanks to everyone responsible
for all the hard work in preparing for the Faire and to
everyone who comes to show their support. See you all
again next year!
Ready and waiting!

It's not just anybody who gets a visit from
MRS. Claus – and friends!

ZOO UPDATE

Petie: As long as dinner is on
time, life is bearable!

Home, sweet home!

We are pleased to announce that Petie and Sunrise are
continuing to make progress in their relationship. Petie
doesn't perch intimidatingly above Sunrise anymore as
had been his custom. The two have even been seen
within a foot or two of each other while eating. But
Sunrise is still less than certain that Petie's new behavior
is dependable. So, Petie, we're rooting for you to prove
that you have indeed turned over a new leaf!

Sunrise: For once, I agree with Petie!

Chiquito and Ricochet will soon be trading their section of the aviary (which, we guess,
is more accurately a bunniary) for a spanking new bunny hutch and run designed and built
by our friends Anne and Steve Andersen, along with Jeff Hoelsken, with materials donated
by Wine Country Animal Lovers, Jameson Animal Rescue Ranch, and Sunrise Horse
Rescue, and other kind friends. As Chiquito and Ricochet are still not the very best friends
who ever lived, the hutch and run have been built so that each bunny has his own space.
However, the barriers between the areas were built to be easily removable. Here's hoping
that we'll be able to remove the barriers soon!

As you can see in the accompanying picture, Tin tin tin and Philly have been getting
rather cozy. When confronted with this apparent dereliction of duty, Tin tin tin
explained that it's a whole lot easier to keep an eye on Philly from such a close distance!
Anyway, we have it on good authority that Philly would never go through all the work
of catching a fish as long as he can get somebody to give him a free lunch!

Just remember – Cats always
get to drink first!


CHRISTMAS 2015
We thank God for another beautiful celebration of the Nativity of Christ. It was a joy to have Fr. Edward
Henderson of St. John the Baptist Church, Berkeley, with us for a second year in a row. Thanks also to all our
friends who joined us for services and the Holy Meal. God bless you all!

Vesperal Liturgy

Only a thousand more piroshki to fry!

Festal Icon

Beautify the House where the Divine Child is born!

Three courses down.
O Christmas Tree, O Christmas
Nine to go!
Tree, how lovely are your branches!

Christ is born! Glorify Him!

Supper's finished! Vigil is in an hour!

January 2016 Schedule for Holy Assumption Monastery & St. Simeon Church
Monastery contact info – (707) 942-6244; email – sisters.holyassumptionmonastery@gmail.com;

website – http://www.holyassumptionmonastery.com
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

31
5:00pm Vigil
(at Monastery)

Fri

1

Sat

2

8:40am Hours/
Divine Liturgy (at
Monastery)

5:00pm Vigil
(at Monastery)

Circumcision of
our Lord/St. Basil
the Great

3
9:40am Hours/
Divine Liturgy (at
Monastery)

4

5
7:00am Royal
Hours
1:00pm Vesperal
Liturgy
5:00pm Vigil
(all at Monastery)

10
9:40am Hours/
Divine Liturgy (at
St Simeon Parish)

11

12

5:00pm Vigil
(at Monastery)

6

7

8:40am Hours/
9:40am Hours/
Divine Liturgy (at Divine Liturgy (at
Monastery)
St Simeon Parish)
Theophany
5:00pm Vigil
(at St Simeon
Parish)

13

8

9
5:00pm Vigil
(at St Simeon Parish)

Nativity of Our
Lord
(Old Style)

14

15

16

8:40am Hours/
Divine Liturgy (at
Monastery)

5:00pm Vigil
(at Monastery)

Ven. Sava of
Serbia and
Martyr Tatiana

17
9:40am Hours/
Divine Liturgy (at
Monastery)

18

19

5:00pm Vigil
(at St Simeon
Parish)

20

9:40am Hours/
Divine Liturgy (at
St Simeon Parish)

21

5:00pm Vigil
(at Monastery)

Theophany
(Old Style)

24
9:40am Hours/
Divine Liturgy (at
St Simeon Parish)
followed by
Parish Meeting

31
9:40am Hours/
Divine Liturgy (at
Monastery)

25

26

23
5:00pm Vigil
(at St Simeon Parish)

Ven. Maximus
the Confessor

27

5:00pm Vigil
(at Monastery)

22

8:40am Hours/
Divine Liturgy (at
Monastery)

8:40am Hours/
Divine Liturgy (at
Monastery)

28

29

30
5:00pm Vigil
(at Monastery)

Translation of
Relics of St. John
Chrysostom

SAVE THE DATE (March 5) – 2016 LENTEN RETREAT

Bearing Witness: Martyrdom in everyday life in the 21 st century
Speaker - Archimandrite Irenei Steenberg
See Flyer for more details

March Retreat
Saturday March 5

Bearing Witness:
Martyrdom in everyday
life in the 21st century

Saturday,
March 5, 2016
9:00 AM—Session 1
10:30 AM—Session 2

12:15 PM Akathist
1 pm Lunch
2pm—Session 3

HOLY ASSUMPTION
MONASTERY

Fr. Irenei Steenberg
Director of the Sts. Cyril & Athanasius Institute for
Orthodox Studies in San Francisco and
Abbot of St. Silouan Monastery, Sonora, CA

1519 Washington St.
Calistoga, CA 94515

(707) 942-6244
http://holyassumptionmonastery.com

No Fee—donations accepted
Call Soon—Space is limited

