MOTHER MELANIA’S MONTHLY MISSIVE - September 2023

A not entirely random mix of reflections on life, coloring pages,
thoughts about kids' books & updates on Mother Melania’s books

Today's Reflection - Mother Melania’s Book Update

How Do You Define Good? Quiz Yourself on the Pentateuch is finally
This month's Beatrix Potter book is The Story of available, both as a Kindle ebook and in
a Fierce Bad Rabbit. The fierce bad rabbit takes paperback. PLUS Quiz Yourself on the Book

of Joshua is available as a Kindle ebook for
$0.99 till Sept 30, when the price goes to
$2.99.

a carrot away from a good rabbit, but he gets his
comeuppance from a hunter.

This story is a departure from Potter's previous
books because it's far shorter than the others QUIZ YOURSELF
and the characters have no names. Perhaps the ON THE PENTATEUCH
reason for both of these is that it's meant for Quizzes from Easy-Peasy to Mega-Master lus““n
younger children as a fable applicable to all. — P ——————
Which could also be why the moral is so | ;
simplistic - good people don't fight, bad people
get their comeuppance.

QUIZ YOURSELF

ON THE BOOK OF

[t makes sense to tell young children that  MOTHER MELANIA SALE Jufa&;x&ﬁ
fighting is bad. After all, Christ tells us to turn

the other cheek, and we need to take that
seriously. At some point, though, children need
to learn that fighting is appropriate in certain
circumstances - for example, if a bunch of thugs
| are beating somebody up, you need to do more
than just ask them to stop.

Classic Kids' Books:
The Story of a Fierce Bad Rabbit

A Fierce Bad Rabbitis a
simple tale. The fierce, bad
rabbit grabs a carrot from a
good rabbit and scratches
him in the process. He gets
his comeuppance, of
course, but how? Join us
and find out!

A critical role of a good man is to protect others,
especially his family (and the same is true of a
mother for her children). So, a good person
needs to be not only "nice” and "gentle” (Potter's
words) but brave, self-controlled, and discerning
(among other things). In the above example, you
would need to be brave to go into the situation,
self-controlled to make sure you're not acting
from uncontrolled rage, and discerning to know
what YOU can do.

For a free copy of A Fierce
Bad Rabbit, click here.

The other moral is also simplistic. Not all bad
people get their comeuppance in this world.

What's in the Back Pages?

Some rgpent. .thanks be to God. Some don't. e Story of a Fierce Bad L,ﬁ;e ".g}
Good, discerning people need to do what they e S > LD

can to bring justice, but in the end, God is judge.

e Scripture verse coloring

page Q \

I'm not knocking Beatrix Potter. It's a good place
to start, but not a good place to end.


https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/45265/pg45265-images.html
https://www.amazon.com/Quiz-Yourself-Pentateuch-Deuteronomy-Combined-ebook/dp/B0CH2BK21F/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0CH26RRFX/
https://www.amazon.com/Quiz-Yourself-Book-Joshua-Bible-ebook/dp/B0CH2DYCZP/

THE STORY OF A FIERCE BAD RABBIT - Discussion Questions

What is the good rabbit doing in the beginning of the story?
o Eating a carrot and minding his own business

What does the fierce bad rabbit do to the good rabbit?
o steal his carrot, push him, and scratch him

Then, what does the good rabbit do?
o Creep away and hide in a hole

How does the good rabbit feel now?
o The good rabbit feels sad

How do you think you would feel? Or what do you think you would say or do?
o angry, sad, scared ...
o want to run away, hit the fierce bad rabbit, etc. ...

What happens next?

A man with a gun comes along

He mistakes the fierce bad rabbit for a funny bird

He shoots at the fierce bad rabbit

The good rabbit peeps out of his hole

The good rabbit sees that the fierce bad rabbit lost his tail and whiskers

What is left behind after the man shoots at the fierce bad rabbit? Why do you think that is?
o The carrot and the fierce bad rabbit's tail (maybe his whiskers, too)
o Maybe the carrot is left to show that the fierce bad rabbit lost the thing he acted badly to get
o Maybe he lost his whiskers and tail because these are two of the three things that Potter tells us
in the beginning show that he's a fierce bad rabbit. Maybe now he'll be a better rabbit.

How do you know that the good rabbit is a good rabbit?
o Heis nice and gentle
He is minding his own business and not trying to hurt anybody
He doesn't try to hurt the fierce bad rabbit
He seems to have self-control

o O O O O

o O O

What other qualities should a good person have?
o Bravery, Love of others, Discernment (e.g. when to fight, when not to fight) ...

How do you know that the fierce bad rabbit is fierce and bad?
o He takes the good rabbit's carrot instead of asking politely if he can have some
o He pushes and scratches the good rabbit

Do you think it's ever okay to fight somebody else?
o If they are trying to hurt you or somebody else and you can't find anybody else to help
o If a stranger tries to push you or someone else into a car and you can't find anyone else to help.
(If you do this, run away as soon as you can because you can't beat an adult)

How does this book differ from the Beatrix Potter books we've read? Why do you think it is?
o It's much shorter than the others
o None of the characters have names
o 1) Maybe she's trying to reach younger readers; 2) maybe she wants to present this story as a
general truth

What was your favorite picture? Why?
o Answers will vary
o This is an opportunity to look closely at the pictures for details

What are some lessons you learned from this story?
o Sometimes doing the right thing doesn't feel good in the moment
o Bullies are likely to be hurt at some point by someone bigger and more powerful than they are
o You often need discernment to know the best thing to do (e.g. fight or not fight)




THE STORY OF A FIERCE BAD RABBIT - Vocabulary

Claws - sharp nails that some animals have on their toes to grab or scratch things
Creep - to move slowly and quietly, usually to try to surprise somebody

Fierce -wild and mean

Gentle - soft and kind

Peep - to take a quick and secret look at something

Rush - to move or do something really fast

Savage - very wild, untamed

Scratch - to use your nails or claws to hurt someone

Tear - to move super fast or to rip

Whiskers - long, thin hairs on an animal'’s face that it uses to feel things around them




THE STORY OF A FIERCE BAD RABBIT - Matching

1.Claws

2. Creep
3.Fierce
4.Gentle
5.Peep
6.Rush
7.Savage
8.Scratch
9.Tear

10.Whiskers

a.soft and kind

b. long, thin hairs on an animal’s face that it uses to feel things around them
c. sharp nails some animals have on their toes to grab or scratch things

d. verywild, untamed

e. to move slowly and quietly, usually to try to surprise somebody

f. to take a quick and secret look at something

g. to move super fast or to rip

h. to move or do something really fast

i. to use your nails or claws to hurt someone

j. wild and mean




THE STORY OF A FIERCE BAD RABBIT - Crossword

1

Across
[2] The good rabbit is nice and

[4] The fierce bad rabbit takes the
good rabbit's .

[5] The fierce bad rabbit
good rabbit.

[9] The good rabbit out of his
hole and sees the fierce bad rabbit.

[10] The fierce bad rabbit lost his
whiskers and his

Down
[1] The fierce bad rabbit has savage

[3] The good rabbit's gave him
a carrot.

[4] The good rabbit away and
hides in a hole.

[7] The man with the gun thinks the
fierce bad rabbit is a very funny

[8] The man with the gun
the fierce bad rabbit.




THE STORY OF A FIERCE BAD RABBIT - Word Search
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BAD

CARROT
CREEP

BIRD

CLAWS
FIERCE
GUN

GENTLE
HIDE

MOTHER
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HOLE

NICE

SCRATCH
TAIL

RABBIT

SHOOT
TEAR

WHISKERS




THE STORY OF A FIERCE BAD RABBIT
- Coloring Page




THE STORY OF A FIERCE BAD RABBIT
- Coloring Page




SOLUTIONS - THE STORY OF A FIERCE BAD RABBIT
Matching

1-c; 2-e; 3-j; 4-a; 5-f; 6-h; 7-d; 8-i; 9-g; 10-b;

Crossword
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Butt [ feelll you maft o resist am evill persom.
But whoever slaps you en your wHght
cheelk, turn the offher to it allso.

Matthew 5:39

Can you think of a way to be kind to
somebody who’s been mean to you?

Great! Now, ask your parents
if they think it's a good idea.




