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Today's Reflection  -

This month's Beatrix Potter book is
The Story of Miss Moppet. It’s another
short book, this time featuring the
kitten Miss Moppet and an unnamed
mouse. The mouse teases Miss
Moppet, who, in typical cat fashion,
lulls the mouse into getting too close
and, of course, she catches him. “And
because the mouse has teased Miss
Moppet--Miss Moppet thinks she will
tease the mouse; which is not at all
nice of Miss Moppet.”

That really caught my attention
because Miss Moppet could defend her
actions both as “tit for tat” and the
basic nature of a cat. Yet Potter points
out that it was “not at all nice of Miss
Moppet.”

Aren’t we often the same way? We
justify our behavior because of the
other person’s actions or we say “But
I’m just this way. I can’t change.” And
it may well be true that the other
person’s behavior leaves a lot to be
desired and that changing our own
behavior and thoughts can be
incredibly difficult. But it’s no excuse
for not trying. And we have an
advantage over a kitty cat - we have
Christ in us, the hope of glory. And if
He is the hope of glory, surely He is
our hope for change now. 

It’s Just the Way I Am!

MOTHER MELANIA'S MONTHLY MISSIVE - October 2023
A not entirely random mix of reflections on life, coloring pages,

thoughts about kids' books & updates on Mother Melania's books

Mother Melania's Book Update
I’m back on track for
the moment, and Quiz
Yourself on the Book of
Judges will be available
as a Kindle ebook for
$0.99 throughout the
month of October. Then
it will go up to $2.99.  

Classic Kids' Books: 
The Story of Miss Moppet

The Story of Miss Moppet
is another short, simple
tale. Miss Moppet is a
kitten that gets teased by
a mouse. Miss Moppet is
none too happy with the
mouse and gets her
revenge - sort of. Join us
and find out what happens! 

 For a free copy of The Story
of Miss Moppet, click here.  

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0CK5KNNNZ
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/14848/pg14848-images.html


THE STORY OF MISS MOPPET  - Discussion Questions
What kind of animal is Miss Moppet? 

A kitten

What is the mouse doing?
Peeping out of a cupboard and making fun of Miss Moppet

Why do you think the mouse isn’t scared of Miss Moppet? 
Maybe the mouse is too young to know to be scared of cats
Maybe the mouse thinks a kitten is too young to be able to hurt him

What happens to Miss Moppet when she tries to catch the mouse? 
She hits her head hard on the cupboard

What does Miss Moppet do after she hits her head?
She ties her head up in a duster

What does the mouse do next?
The mouse thinks Miss Moppet looks really ill
He comes down the bell pull and gets closer and closer to her

What does Miss Moppet do next?
She jumps at the mouse and catches him
Then she ties him in the duster and tosses him around

How does the mouse escape?
There was a hole in the duster, which he squeezed through

What is the mouse doing at the end of the book? Why do you think he’s doing it?
Dancing a jig
Maybe to tease Miss Moppet, but maybe just because he’s really happy

What do you think of the way that the mouse acts in this story?
He starts out teasing Miss Moppet, which wasn’t very nice
He goes down to get near to Miss Moppet when she seemed sick. It’s not clear, but it seems that he
really was concerned  about her
If he was dancing a jig to tease Miss Moppet, that probably unwise and certainly unkind

What do you think about the way that Miss Moppet acts in this story?
She tricks the mouse into getting close to her and tries to catch him. That’s not very nice, but it’s
understandable. Plus, she’s a kitten and kittens do try to catch mice

The hole in the duster allowed Miss Moppet to catch the mouse, but also allowed the mouse to
escape. Have you ever had something help you one time, but hurt you another? Or vice versa?

e.g. Take a break to get rest, but if you take too many breaks, you don’t finish what you need to do
e.g. Somebody says something mean and hurts your feelings, but you learn from it. The next time it
happens, you talk with that person and you become better friends than before

Has anybody ever teased you? How did it make you feel? Or what did you want to say or do?
Answers will vary

Have you ever teased anybody and they got upset? How did you (or could you) make it up to them?
You can apologize
You can do a special kind deed for them
You can try to get to know them better and become friends

What was your favorite picture? Why?
Answers will vary
This is an opportunity to look closely at the pictures for details

What are some lessons you learned from this story?
Don’t tease people
If you hurt somebody’s feelings by teasing them, try to make up for it
If somebody is mean to you, it’s still not good to be mean to them



Bell-pull - a rope used to ring a bell

Cupboard - a cabinet for storing cups and dishes

Duster - a kind of dress; also, a brush for dusting furniture

Ill - sick

Jig - a happy kind of dance

Moppet - a very sweet little child

Peep - to take a quick look

Tease - to make fun of (sometimes in a mean way, sometimes not)

Toss -to throw something lightly

Wriggle - to twist and turn

THE STORY OF MISS MOPPET  - Vocabulary



THE STORY OF MISS MOPPET - Matching

Bell-pull

 Cupboard

Duster

Ill

Jig

Moppet

Peep

Tease

Toss

Wriggle

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10. j. to throw something lightly

a. a happy kind of dance

b. to take a quick look

c. a cabinet for storing cups and dishes

d. a very sweet little child

e. to make fun of (sometimes in a mean way, sometimes not)

f. a kind of dress; also, a brush for dusting furniture

g. to twist and turn

h. sick

i. a rope used to ring a bell
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THE STORY OF MISS MOPPET - Scramble



THE STORY OF MISS MOPPET - Maze



THE STORY OF MISS MOPPET
- Coloring Page



THE STORY OF MISS MOPPET
- Coloring Page






