MOTHER MELANIA'S MONTHLY MISSIVE - May 2023

A not entirely random mix of reflections on life, coloring pages,
thoughts about kids' books & updates on Mother Melania’s books

Today’s Reflection -
Anger is crazy stuff

At first read, [ was disappointed with
this month's book, The Tale of Two
Bad Mice (see the middle box in the
next column for a summary). The
two mice trashing the dollhouse just
because the "food" turned out to be
fake seemed way over the top. Yes, it
WAS over the top, but then I got to
thinking how over the top and stupid
my own anger usually is. And the
stupider my anger is, the angrier |
get. Otherwise, I have to take a
serious look at myself and say
"Really? You are angry about
THAT? And you're willing to hurt
- other people over such a thing?”
Thank God, [ do eventually calm
down enough to look at what a fool I
am being and to try to make amends.

Which brings me to the second thing
that originally disappointed me
about this tale. The mice do repent
and make amends at the end, but we
are not given any clue about WHY
they did so. But maybe that's
because anybody in their right mind
would just KNOW that they had
acted terribly. And having come to
their senses, our two mice did see
that and acted accordingly.

So, now, [ see this tale as a reminder
of the insanity that anger can lead
us into and the sanity to which we
can return, through repentance and
amends. God knows, it's a reminder |
can always use!
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Classic Kids' Books:
The Tale of Two Bad Mice

This month's featured book
is The Tale of Two Bad Mice.
Tom Thumb and his wife
Hunca Munca sneak into a
dollhouse one morning and
find a beautiful meal all set
out. When they discover
that it is not real, they trash
the dollhouse in a fit of rage.
They are bad mice indeed,
but that's not the end of the
story. Join us as we see how
it all works out.

To buy Beatrix Potter The Complete Tales, click
here. Or, for a free copy of The Tale of Two Bad
Mice only, click here.

What's in the Back Pages?

e Tale of Two Bad Mice worksheets | 4
e Scripture verse coloring page Q ) 8


https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0C3ZCH1PM/
https://www.amazon.com/Beatrix-Potter-Complete-Tales-Rabbit-ebook/dp/B096YCHGN1/
https://www.amazon.com/Beatrix-Potter-Complete-Tales-Rabbit-ebook/dp/B00KIWHYKO/
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/45264/pg45264-images.html

THE TALE OF TWO BAD MICE - Discussion Questions

Who are Lucinda and Jane?
o The two dolls that live in the dollhouse
o Lucinda 'owns' the dollhouse and Jane is the cook

Who are Tom Thumb and Hunca Munca?
o The two bad mice; Tom is the husband and Hunca Munca is the wife

How are Tom Thumb and Hunca Munca different from Lucinda and Jane?
o Tom and Hunca Munca are mice; Lucinda and Jane are dolls
o Tom and Hunca Munca are alive; Lucinda and Jane are just dolls

How do Hunca Munca and Tom get the chance to explore the dollhouse?
o Lucinda and Jane had gone out for a ride in the perambulator (baby carriage)
o So, there was nobody in the nursery (the little girl who owned Lucinda and Jane would have
been the one pushing the perambulator)

Why were Tom and Hunca Munca really happy when they first got into the dollhouse?
o They saw a beautiful meal laid out

Why did the mice become very angry? Why do you think that made them so angry?
o Their hope of a great meal was dashed because the food was fake
o |t feels bad to want something that you can't have. But it feels even worse to think you have
something and then find out it is fake.

What did the mice do then?
o They started tearing up everything in the house
o Then Hunca Munca got Tom to help her take some things to their mousehole

Who do you think acted worse - Tom or Hunca Munca?
o On first glance, it's Tom because he just let his anger completely control him
o But when Hunca Munca started taking things (and getting Tom to help), she was stealing, which
she knew was wrong
o So, whoever acted worse, they both acted badly and both needed to repent

What happens to make the mice stop?
o Lucinda and Jane come back

How do the other characters react?
o Lucinda stares and Jane smiles because that's how their faces are painted
o The girl who owns the dollhouse wants to get a policeman doll
o The nurse (nanny) decides to set a mousetrap

How do Tom and Hunca Munca prove that they aren't completely bad mice?
o Tom finds a sixpence (six-penny coin) and, with Hunca Munca's help, puts it in one of Lucina and
Jane's Christmas stockings
o Hunca Munca sweeps the house very early every morning




THE TALE OF TWO BAD MICE - Discussion Questions Continued

* Did you learn anything from the pictures that the story itself didn't say?
o Tom and Hunca Munca have a baby and several older children
o Tom taught the children what a mouse trap is
o Hunca Munca seems to be distracting the policeman doll with her baby so that Tom and one of
the other children can get into the house

* In what ways do Tom and Hunca Munca act like real mice?
o They live in a mouse hole
o They are shy of people, only coming out when nobody is around
o They go looking for things to eat and stuff to take back to their holes

* |In what ways do Tom and Hunca Munca act like humans?
o They wear clothes sometimes, sleep in beds, use chairs, rock their baby in a cradle, etc.
o They understand right and wrong
o They repent for doing wrong by doing good

e What lessons did Tom and Hunca Munca learn (or at least SHOULD have learned)?
o Not to let anger get the better of you
o Not to steal
o To make up for when you've done something wrong

e Beatrix Potter wrote this book for the little girl that the real dollhouse belonged to. What other
lessons might she have wanted the little girl to learn?
o People (or mice!) who hurt us often aren't trying to hurt us
o Sometimes people who do hurt us will try to make up for it
o Maybe also to be more careful to take good care of your things (she hadn't locked the doll
house, which is how they got in so easily)

* Did you ever think you were going to get something, and then you didn't get it or it turned out to be
fake? What did you do?
o Answers will vary

* What are some good things you can do when you're disappointed?
o Ifit's athing you want, you can try to earn it.
o If you want to learn something, you can get a teacher and practice
o If you are upset with how somebody is acting, you can ask your parents for suggestions for what
to say or do

e What are some good things you can do when you've done something bad?
If you hurt somebody, admit it

Make it up to the person you hurt

Go to confession

Learn things to do that will help you not to do the same bad thing again

0O O O O




TALE OF TWO BAD MICE - Vocabulary
Bolster - along, thick pillow

Cheesemonger - someone who sells cheese
Crinkly - wrinkled

Frugal - careful not to waste money

Hearthrug - arug near the fireplace

Landing - a flat area between two flights of stairs

Mischief - troublemaking, usually in a playful way
Muslin - alight cotton cloth

Nurse - a nanny or someone who takes care of you in the hospital

Oilcloth - cloth treated with oil to make it waterproof

Perambulator - a baby carriage or stroller

Sago - akind of palm tree; a starch that comes from the sago palm

Scuffle - a short, confused fight

Sixpence - a coin worth six pennies (when a penny actually was worth
something!)

Skirting board - baseboard; a wooden board running across the bottom
of awall

Soot - the black powder you get when you burn something

Venture - a daring journey or action




TALE OF TWO BAD MICE - Matching

1. Bolster a. alight cotton cloth

2.Cheesemonger  b. aflat area between two flights of stairs

3.Crinkly c. ashort, confused fight

4. Frugal d. ananny or someone who takes care of you in the hospital
5.Hearthrug e. along, thick pillow

6.Landing f. careful not to waste money

7.Mischief g. akind of palm tree; a starch that comes from the sago palm
8.Muslin h. a coin worth six pennies (when a penny was worth something')
9. Nurse i. troublemaking, usually in a playful way

10. Oilcloth j- the black powder you get when you burn something

11.Perambulator K. cloth treated with oil to make it waterproof

12. Sago L. wrinkled
13. Scuffle m. baseboard; a wooden board running across the bottom of a wall
14.. Sixpence n. a daring journey or action

15. Skirtingboard  o.arug near the fireplace

16. Soot p. someone who sells cheese

17.Venture q. ababy carriage or stroller




TALE OF TWO BAD MICE - Crossword

Across
[1] Tom Thumb's wife was

[3] Tom and Hunca Munca explored
the dollhouse while the dolls were out
inthe

decided toset a
mouse trap.

[9] Atthe end of the story, Hunca

Munca would _____ the dollhouse
every day.

Down
[2] The doll that "owned" the
dollhouse was

[4] Tom lost his temper when he
found out that the ham was made of

[5] The canisters marked "rice.”
‘coffee,” and "sago” were full of

[6] Hunca Munca took Lucinda's
to make herself a feather bed.

[7] The little girl who owned the dolls
decided to get a doll dressed like a

[8] Tom Thumb gave the dolls a
_____tomake up for the things he
destroyed.




TALE OF TWO BAD MICE - Word Search

G

F

E

L H O U S

L AFP D O L

AT
X

N AT OMTMHUMEB

A

E

D

L

L

F VvV 5 5§ 5 A P R C G

D U A R
R U G A
T M W L

Y K U G Y J

P |
D P Q S S

H

S

L
P

A P O

F
L

E

E Q T G

E H

E

E M U T X S

I
F O Y C Q L
P H O E Q A

E O N Q R T W

X R R B

L

O E VM Q 5 C

O A N O K A C § X

E

J £ K K J

L

M U

O B R S WM K

T

W

E

u U s T w C O 5 B N C N

M

E
R

E Q N G X C U

N Y
u cC
L

A

E

N D A R N

L

H A D R

BE C N AV M U 5
O H B M OR N

T

R B P V

N G E

N G S W Q

B R U KN U S H A V

BRICK

BOLSTER
EROOM

DOLLHOUSE

JANE

FRUGAL
LUCINDA

MICE

MUSLIN
NURSE

MORNING
MNAUGHTY

PLASTER

PERAMBULATOR
POLICEMAN
SIXPENCE

SHAVINGS
SQUEAK

TOM THUMB

STOCKING



TALE OF TWO BAD MICE
- Coloring Page
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SOLUTIONS - TALE OF BENJAMIN BUNNY

Matching
1e,2p,31,4f,50,6b,7i,8a,9d,10k,11q,12g,13¢,14h,15m,16j,17n

Crossword

[1—] Hunca Munca
[2]] Lucinda

[3—] Perambulator
[4]] Plaster

[51] Beads

[6]] Bolster

[71] Policeman
[8—] Nurse
[91] sixpence
[9—] Sweep

Word Search
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A fioo]l vemfs alll s fieelimg
butt @ wise man helds them back.

Proverbs 29:11

Can you think of a time that you got angry and did something
that hurt somebody? What could you have done differently?




