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This month's Beatrix Potter book is The
Tale of  Jemima Puddle-Duck.  Jemima -
who is a poor sitter - is upset because
the Farmer’s Wife won’t let her hatch
her own eggs. But Jemima is
determined.  So, she flies off to a place
where the Farmer’s Wife can’t find her
nest and meets a debonair fox. He offers
her his shed full of feathers as a place
for her nest. You can imagine where
THIS is going!  Fortunately, Kep the
Collie finds out what’s going on and
rescues her.  The Farmer’s Wife relents
and lets her hatch her own eggs, but she
only hatches four because “she had
always been a bad sitter.”

As the story began, I was on Jemima’s
side.  Why SHOULDN’T she hatch her
own eggs? But as the story goes on, it’s
apparent why - she ISN’T a good sitter
and she’s too foolish to protect herself,
let alone her ducklings.

So, Jemima wants to do the virtuous
thing, but doesn’t want to expend the
effort to do it right. In other words, she
wants to BE virtuous without the often
arduous process of BECOMING virtuous.  

I wish I could tell you that I have never
done anything like that, but
unfortunately, that would not be true.  
So, next time I set my hand to a
virtuous act, I would do well to
remember Jemima Puddle-Duck and
take a long hard look at what it involves
and how willing I am to do it!

We Aren’t as Virtuous 
as We Think We Are

MOTHER MELANIA'S MONTHLY MISSIVE - December 2023
A not entirely random mix of reflections on life, coloring pages,

thoughts about kids' books & updates on Mother Melania's books

Classic Kids' Books: 
The Tale of Jemima Puddle-duck

Jemima Puddle-duck wants to hatch
her own eggs, but the Farmer’s Wife
won’t allow it because ‘she’s always
been a bad sitter.’ So, Jemima goes
looking for a place to hide her eggs
and meets a fox who offers his shed
full of feathers as a nesting place.  
Will Jemima realize her foolishness?
Will somebody come to her rescue?
Join us and find out!

 For a free copy of The Tale of Jemima Puddle-duck, click  here 

I’m still working on Quiz Yourself on the Book of I  
Samuel (or I Kingdoms). Hopefully, it will be ready by
the beginning of the year.

I don’t think I’ve mentioned this
here, but I’ve been working on
creating coloring books of the
monastery animals. The cats
would never forgive me if I
started with any of the other
critters. So, I’ve started with
them. They are not convinced
that I did the greatest job, but at
least I tried! 

Monastery Cats Coloring Book is available as a  free pdf  
or as a printed version ($4.00) exclusively through our
bookstore! Let me know what you think!

https://gutenberg.org/cache/epub/14814/pg14814-images.html
https://gutenberg.org/cache/epub/14814/pg14814-images.html
https://holyassumptionmonastery.com/coloringbooks


THE TALE OF JEMIMA PUDDLE-DUCK - Discussion Questions
Why is Jemima Puddle-duck upset at the beginning of the story? 

The Farmer’s Wife wouldn’t let her hatch her own eggs

Why wouldn’t the Farmer’s Wife let Jemima hatch her own eggs?
Jemima was a poor sitter (she wouldn’t sit on her eggs enough for them to hatch well)

Who hatched Jemima’s eggs and cared for her ducklings? 
A hen

What did Rebeccah Puddle-duck tell Jemima about not hatching her own eggs? 
Rebeccah was happy not to hatch her own eggs because she wasn’t patient enough to
sit on the eggs for 28 days - and neither was Jemima

How does Jemima respond to Rebeccah’s words?
Jemima still wants to hatch her eggs
So, she wanders away from the farm, looking for a place to hide her eggs

Whom does Jemima meet and what does he say? 
She meets a fox who offers to let her lay her eggs in his shed full of feathers

What does Jemima think about the fox?  Is she right?
He’s handsome, clever, and kind
No! He’s tricking her so that he can eat her eggs and her, too!

What are some clues that the fox wants to eat Jemima and her eggs?
The shed is full of feathers (from birds he’s eaten before, no doubt)
He keeps almost saying what he’s really doing (earth ‘oven,’ lard for ‘stuffing,’ etc.)
He sends her to get herbs that go with roast duck

Who figures out what the fox is up to?  What does he do next?
Kep the Collie 
He goes to find two foxhound puppies and they go together to find the fox (probably to
try to kill him

Now what happens?
Jemima goes back to the fox with the herbs and onions
The fox smells the dogs and gets nervous 
He sharply orders Jemima to go into the house after checking her eggs in the shed
While she’s still in the shed, ‘someone with a black nose’ (probably Kep) locks her in
The dogs chase the fox away (and maybe kill it)
The foxhound puppies eat Jemima’s eggs before Kep can stop them
They return to the farm

How does the story end?
The Farmer’s Wife lets Jemima hatch her own eggs, but only four of them hatched
Jemima blamed it on her nerves but ‘she had always been a bad sitter.’



THE TALE OF JEMIMA PUDDLE-DUCK - Discussion Questions
What details in the story let us know that Jemima is a ‘bad sitter’?

We are told that in the start and end of the story
Jemima doesn’t start sitting on her eggs right away in the shed and she keeps going
away from them
Only four of her eggs hatched when she finally WAS allowed to hatch them

Jemima is a very foolish duck.  How do we know that?
She wants to hatch her own eggs but isn’t willing to sit on them as long as she needs to
She trusts a fox, even when he’s sending her to get herbs that go with roast duck!

What are some lessons that Jemima COULD have learned from her experience (but didn’t)?
Don’t try to do something (like hatch eggs) if you aren’t willing to do it right
Be wise about who you trust (Jemima had reason to trust the Farmer’s Wife and Kep, but
she trusted the fox instead, even though the fox wanted to eat her)

What was your favorite picture? Why?
Answers will vary
This is an opportunity to look closely at the pictures for details

What are some lessons you learned from this story?
Don’t scratch or act bad in other ways
Don’t lie to people
If you do something bad, ask forgiveness as soon as you can



THE TALE OF JEMIMA PUDDLE-DUCK - Vocabulary
Alight - to get down from something; to land after flying (like a bird does) 

Abrupt - very quick; quick in a rude way

Brood - baby animals born all at the same time

Civil - polite

Commence - to begin

Convenient - easy to use; suits your plans well

Desperate - wanting something so much that you might do something foolish or dangerous

Determine - to decide something; to figure something out

Dismal - very sad or gloomy

Elegant - beautiful in an extra nice, graceful way

Escort - to go somewhere with somebody to make sure they’re okay

Fancy - to really like something or really want to do something

Foxglove - a plant with flowers that look like bells or fingers of a glove

Fowl - a bird, especially one you would see on a farm

Hospitable - very friendly and welcoming to guests

Immensely - very, very much

Patter - to walk with light, quick, tapping steps

Residence - the place where you live

Simpleton - somebody who is not very intelligent (it’s not a nice thing to call somebody)

Skim - to move quickly across a surface

Snippet - a small bit of something

Superfluous - more than you need; not needed because you have enough already

Tedious - boring and taking a lot of time

Turf - grass with its roots and the soil stuck to the roots

Vast - really, really big



THE TALE OF JEMIMA PUDDLE-DUCK - Matching

 1.  Alight

 2.  Abrupt

 3.  Brood
 

 4.  Civil

 5.  Commence

 6.  Convenient

 7.  Desperate
 

 8.  Determine

 9.  Dismal

10. Elegant

11. Escort

12. Fancy

13. Foxglove

14. Fowl

15. Hospitable

16. Immensely

17. Patter

18. Residence

19. Simpleton

20. Skim

21. Snippet

22. Superfluous

23. Tedious

24. Turf

25. Vast

a. wanting something so much that you might do something foolish or dangerous

b. to really like something or really want to do something

c. to get down from something; to land after flying (like a bird does) 

d. a small bit of something

e. very friendly and welcoming to guests

f. grass with its roots and the soil stuck to the roots

g. very quick; quick in a rude way 

h. very sad or gloomy

i. somebody who is not very intelligent (it’s not a nice thing to call somebody)

j. to begin

k. to walk with light, quick, tapping steps

l. a bird, especially one you would see on a farm

m. really, really big

n. polite

o. to decide something; to figure something out

p. beautiful in an extra nice, graceful way

q. baby animals born all at the same time

r. more than you need; not needed because you have enough already

s. very, very much

t. easy to use; suits your plans well

u. boring and taking a lot of time

v. to move quickly across a surface

w. to go somewhere with somebody to make sure they’re okay

x. the place where you live

y. a plant with flowers that look like bells or fingers of a glove


















