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This month's featured

book is The Tale of

Benjamin Bunny.

Benjamin convinces his

reluctant cousin Peter

Rabbit to return to Mr.

McGregor's garden to

retrieve his lost clothes. 

 Of course, this does not

go off without a hitch. 

 Join us as we see just

what trouble Peter and

Benjamin get into and

what they learn - if

anything!

Mother Melania's Book Update
Quiz Yourself on the

Book of Leviticus is

now available as a

Kindle book for $0.99

here.  If you could buy

one and leave a review,

we would greatly

appreciate it.

Today's Reflection  -

Some years ago, a friend and I were discussing a scene

in The Lord of the Rings.  Against the express command

of King Theoden, the hobbit Merry had come secretly to

the battle of the Pelennor Fields.  There he helped kill

the Chief Nazgul - an astonishing feat of bravery that

saved Gondor and its allies from destruction.

Then Merry, speaking to the dying King Theoden, says,

‘Forgive me, Lord, if I broke your command, and yet have

done no more in your service than to weep at our

parting.’  The king replied, "‘Grieve not! It is forgiven.

Great heart will not be denied."

The choice between obedience and courage is a

recurring quandary in The Lord of the Rings - a

quandary that never gets completely resolved because

life is messy and the best choice in one situation may be

spectacularly wrong in another.  Yet, Merry's words

provide a key to navigating this quandary.  He doesn't

assume that the favorable outcome of his action washes

away his disobedience.  So, he is humble enough to ask

forgiveness (and, it's safe to assume that he would have

willingly accepted any consequence of his disobedience

- a choice that was motivated by his love of Theoden.)

In The Tale of Benjamin Bunny, Benjamin goads Peter

Rabbit back into Mr. McGregor's garden to retrieve the

clothes that he lost in the first book.  True, Peter is not

being noble like Merry, but he, too, is choosing between

obedience and an act that took some courage (more

about the nuances of that in the worksheets!).  

Our culture is schizophrenic in this regard - insisting

sometimes on strict obedience and sometimes on

following one's own conscience (or whim!!) no matter

what.  But again, life is messy, and if adults don't always

make the best decisions, little rabbits aren't going to do

so great either!

So, for me, anyway, the takeaway is this.  Cultivate

courage AND obedience in your kids.  When they have

to choose between the two, don't be surprised when they

mess up.  Just use it to teach them the importance of

taking responsibility for their actions and gaining

wisdom in the process.   Keep that up, and you are likely

to have impressive kids on their way to becoming

impressive adults! 

Life is Messy

MOTHER MELANIA'S MONTHLY MISSIVE - Apr 2023
A not entirely random mix of reflections on life, coloring pages,

thoughts about kids' books & updates on Mother Melania's books

To buy Beatrix Potter The Complete Tales click

here.  Or, for a free copy of The Tale of Benjamin

Bunny only, click here. 

In the meantime, I am

working on the second

book in the Best Buddies

series.  So, stay tuned!

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0C1272N9R/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0C1272N9R/
https://www.amazon.com/Beatrix-Potter-Complete-Tales-Rabbit-ebook/dp/B096YCHGN1/
https://www.amazon.com/Beatrix-Potter-Complete-Tales-Rabbit-ebook/dp/B096YCHGN1/
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/14407/pg14407-images.html


THE TALE OF BENJAMIN BUNNY - Discussion Questions
What is Benjamin doing at the beginning of the story?  What does he intend to do next?

Waiting on the side of the road for Mr. McGregor's gig (a kind of carriage) to pass
Visit his cousins (Peter Cottontail and family)

How does Benjamin find Peter?  What is Peter wearing when Benjamin finds him?  Why?
He almost tumbles on Peter by accident
A red handkerchief
Peter lost his clothes the first time he went to Mr McGregor's garden

How does Benjamin convince Peter to go back to Mr. McGregor's garden?  
Benjamin tells Peter that Mr and Mrs McGregor would be gone all day (because she was
wearing her best bonnet, which apparently meant she was going to Church or
somewhere else that she would be all day)
The text doesn't say this, but it's a reasonable inference that Peter went because he
wanted to get his clothes off the scarecrow

Peter is scared while he's in Mr. McGregor's garden.  What clues suggest that?
He was not enjoying himself
He kept hearing noises
He didn't eat anything
He wanted to go home 

Is Peter being brave to go back into the garden? 
Maybe yes, because he knows that it's dangerous and yet he goes anyway
Maybe no, because he seems more scared of Benjamin thinking him a sissy than of Mr.
McGregor killing him.
We can look at it this way.  Peter did something that was both brave and foolish (go into
Mr. McGregor's garden), but it might have been braver and certainly would have been
wiser to tell Benjamin no.

In the beginning, Benjamin is not scared to be in Mr. McGregor's garden. What clues
suggest that?

He was 'perfectly at home' because he would come often with his father to get lettuce
for their Sunday dinner
He ate a lettuce leaf (instead of being too scared to eat)
He gathered onions for Peter's mom when Peter wanted to leave
He led the way boldly to the other side of the garden

Is Benjamin brave?
Maybe yes, because he's doing something that he PROBABLY knows is dangerous
Maybe no, because he doesn't seem to be afraid at all.  So, maybe he really DOESN'T
understand how dangerous this is.

This is probably the first time he's gone to the garden without his father.  So, maybe
Benjamin thinks he's smarter, stronger, and braver than he really is



THE TALE OF BENJAMIN BUNNY - Discussion Questions (cont.)
What happened that did scare Benjamin? What did he do in response?

He and Peter saw a cat around a corner
Benjamin hid himself and Peter and the onions under a basket

Then what happened? 
The cat sat on the basket for five hours!
The smell of the onions (and probably the situation, too) made Peter and Benjamin cry

How were Benjamin and Peter rescued?  
Benjamin's father came looking for him, scared away the cat, and took Benjamin and
Peter out of the basket

What did Benjamin's father do then?  Why do you think he did that?
He whipped Benjamin with a switch
Probably because Benjamin was being disobedient by going to the garden WITHOUT HIM

What happened when Peter returned home?  
His mom forgave him because she was so glad that he got his clothes back

This sends a confusing message.  If we forgive mainly because something good came
out of the thing we're forgiving, that's not very deep forgiveness.
On the other hand, it probably does make it easier to forgive when something good
comes from the thing that we're forgiving
Maybe Peter's mom was recognizing that, although Peter was disobedient, he WAS
trying to do something good (get his clothes back).  So, his motives were partly good
and that would make it easier to forgive him

Peter and Cottontail folded up the red handkerchief
Potter mentions the handkerchief quite a bit in this story.  
Since Peter was wearing the handkerchief in the beginning of the story because he
had lost his clothes, maybe this is a way of saying things are back to normal?

Their mom hung up the onions
The onions were an offering from Benjamin (it was his idea to get onions for Peter's
mom and Peter had lost all his).  
So, Peter's mom is accepting a kind act that wasn't perfect (because Benjamin should
not have goaded Peter into the garden, nor gone there himself for that matter)

What lessons do you think Peter and Benjamin learned?
Bravery is important, but so are obedience and wisdom (knowing the best thing to do in
a given situation)
Sometimes the really brave thing is to say no to a dare
We are often not as brave, strong, and smart as we think we are
Something that is fine to do when grownups are around (like Benjamin going into Mr.
McGregor's garden with his dad) may not be safe to do without adult guidance



Bazaar - a market

Bonnet - a kind of hat with a brim and tied under the chin

Camomile - a plant of the daisy family; a medicinal tea is made from it

Clogs - shoes with thick wooden heels

Consequence - result

Contrary - opposite; very different

Cuff - to hit in a light way

Gig - a light, two-wheeled carriage

Mortar - a hardened paste that holds bricks or stones together

Muffatee - a type of scarf

Observe - to watch carefully

Perplex - to confuse

Pitter-patter - a sound of quick, light steps

Prance - to move with high, springy steps

Presently - right now; very soon

Sow - to plant seeds (sown - having been planted)

Switch - a thin branch from a tree

Tam o'shanter - a Scottish hat with a pom-pom in the middle

Terrace - a patio; flat areas on a slope for growing crops

Tumble - to fall down; to roll

TALE OF BENJAMIN BUNNY - Vocabulary



TALE OF BENJAMIN BUNNY- Matching
  1.  Bazaar

  2.  Bonnet

  3. Camomile

  4. Clogs

  5. Consequence

  6. Contrary

  7. Cuff 

  8. Gig

  9. Mortar

10. Muffatee

11. Observe

12. Perplex

13. Pitter-patter

14. Prance

15. Presently

16. Sow

17. Switch

18. Tam o'shanter

19. Terrace

20. Tumble

a. result

b. to watch carefully

c. a plant of the daisy family; a medicinal tea is made from it

d. a light, two-wheeled carriage

e. to plant seeds (sown - having been planted)

f. a sound of quick, light steps

g. a hardened paste that holds bricks or stones together

h. to move with high, springy steps

i. a Scottish hat with a pom-pom in the middle

j. to confuse

k.  a kind of hat with a brim and tied under the chin

l. a type of scarf

m. a patio; flat areas on a slope for growing crops

n. a thin branch from a tree

o. to fall down; to roll

p.  opposite; very different

q. a market

r.  to hit in a light way

s. right now; very soon

t. shoes with thick wooden heels



TALE OF BENJAMIN BUNNY - Crossword



TALE OF BENJAMIN BUNNY - Word Search

Afternoon
Basket
Benjamin
Boldly
Camomile
Cottontail

Footmark
Garden
Lettuce
Mortar
Onion
Perplexed

Peter
Rabbit
Scarecrow
Switch
Underneath
Vegetable



TALE OF BENJAMIN BUNNY - Coloring Page



TALE OF BENJAMIN BUNNY - Coloring Page



SOLUTIONS - TALE OF BENJAMIN BUNNY

Crossword
1 q, 2 k, 3 c, 4 t, 5 a, 6 p, 7 r, 8 d, 9 g, 10 l, 11 b, 12 j, 13 f, 14 h, 15 s, 16 e, 17 n, 18 i, 19 m, 20 o

Matching

Word Search



Children, obey your parents
in the Lord; for this is right.

Ephesians 6:1

Can you think of a time that you disobeyed your parents and
realized later why what they told you was wise?


