
 Dear Friends of Holy Assumption Monastery, 
Recently, we received a visit from two of St. John Maximovitch's “orphans.”  As many of you know, St. John 

oversaw for many years a home for orphans, whom he cared for with unbounded love.  Normally, people who have  
had the misfortune of being orphaned are not eager to be referred to by that term, especially when they are grown up 
and have left the days of their orphaned childhood behind.  To be one of St. John's orphans, however, was a blessing 
and an honor because he transformed their lives with love and was a truer father to them than their biological fathers  
could have been.

Their visit brought to mind a young woman who had trouble saying the Jesus prayer (“Lord Jesus Christ, Son of  
God, have mercy on me a sinner.”).   Repeatedly saying “have mercy on me, a sinner” made her depressed and fed 
her self-loathing.  Indeed, if our being sinners were the whole story, that would be unbearably depressing – just as 
being an orphan with no help in sight would be hopelessly grim.  Yet, if being one of St. John's orphans brings great  
blessing out of tragedy, how incomparably greater is the blessing that comes to the sinner that the Lord Jesus Christ  
HAS had mercy upon?  Only by realizing what sinners we have been (and still remain) can we begin to grasp the  
depth of the love of Christ for us.  Truly seeing this desperate state of our souls is a profound grief.  Yet it is the  
necessary first step to reconciliation to God, Who makes us not His “orphans” but His members, sons, and bride.

with love in Christ,
Mother Melania
and the community 
of Holy Assumption Monastery
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ZOO UPDATE – Lessons in Sharing
If you remember from last month's newsletter, our African Gray Parrot, Petie, spent almost two 

weeks at the home of our friends Rachelle and Duncan, and their African Gray,  Pearl. Pearl has  
stayed at the monastery many times in the past, but Petie was never very welcoming and clearly 
resented having a strange bird in "his" space. How would things go when the tables were turned? We  
wheeled Petie's outdoor cage over to Pearl's aviary so he could have "his" space, even away from 
home. Amazingly, after a few days of settling in, Petie and Pearl started hanging out together in the 
big aviary, and then even climbed into smaller cages  together! They never shared a perch, but got 
close enough to show that they felt comfortable. While Pearl and Petie are still far from being best 
friends, the two birds are learning how to get along.  A good lesson for us all! The beginning of a 

beautiful friendship?

Bookstore table – We'll be right back! Hootenanny – Orthodox style Touring the grounds Attentive listeners

Harvest Festival, Holy Dormition Church, Santa Rosa – Oct. 4 Visit by Ss. Peter & Paul Church Group, Walnut Creek – Oct. 11



Annual Bazaar, St. Nicholas Church, San Anselmo – Oct. 4

Honest, we do have sisters  
manning these booths!

Dressed up & 
somewhere to go

Flower power

Visit by  Orthodox Homeschoolers, Santa Rosa  – Oct. 20

Love those koi! Gotta 
dance!

Multi-tasking –  
meal & story time

HERE & THERE
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OCTOBER FRIENDS MEETING
Our October 19 Friends meeting started with reading the life of the Great Martyr Artemius (October 20).  St. Artemius 

was a general under St. Constantine the Great, but was martyred by Julian the Apostate after fearlessly rebuking Julian for  
executing two Christian priests. Among the saints celebrated the previous day (October 18) was St. James the Deacon.  
St. James lived in northern England in the 7th century. When St. Edwin the King died, St. Paulinus the Bishop of York 
accompanied Edwin's queen, St. Ethelburga to her native Kent – leaving St. James to care for the new converts in a  
tumultuous time of war, famine, and plague.  It is said of St. James, caring for the flock in this difficult time, that he was  
faithful and undismayed.

The  question  was  then  asked,  “How  do  WE  remain  faithful  and  undismayed  in  turbulent  
circumstances?”  Among the answers mentioned were consistent prayer and sacramental life and 
the fellowship of others who are striving to remain faithful.  Perhaps the most key, however, is to  
depend on GOD's faithfulness and goodness.  That, in its turn, requires thankfulness – not just for  
our blessings, but even for the painful and tragic parts of life.  Joseph in the Old Testament is an 
excellent example of such trust in God.  Through all the reverses of his life, he held firmly to his  
trust in God – knowing that God would make good come from what others had intended for evil.


CALISTOGA ORTHODOX WINES – 2014 Wine Tasting
"Do you make wine?" It is a question often asked by visitors to Holy 

Assumption  Monastery  and  St.  Simeon  Verkhoturksy  Church,  both 
located in Calistoga, CA, nestled at the northern end of the Napa Valley.  
For two years  now, the parishioners and nuns have been able to say,  
"Yes!", thanks to the creation of Calistoga Orthodox Wines, a jointly-
managed  non-profit  company  that  currently  produces  two  wines  - 
California  Kagor  Premium  Orthodox  Chalice  Wine and  Traditional  
Blend Chalice Wine. 

This train of thought brought to mind the prayer of the Optina Elders, with which we ended the session.  

Grant unto me, O Lord, that with peace of mind I may face all that this new day is to bring.  Grant unto me to dedicate  
myself completely to Thy Holy Will.  For every hour of this day, instruct and support me in all things.  Whatsoever tidings  
I may receive during the day, do Thou teach me to accept tranquilly, in the firm conviction that all eventualities fulfill  
Thy Holy Will. Govern Thou my thoughts and feelings in all I do and say.  When things unforeseen occur, let me not  
forget that all cometh down from Thee.  Teach me to behave sincerely and rationally toward every member of my family,  
that I may bring confusion and sorrow to none.  Bestow upon me, my Lord, strength to endure the fatigue of the day and  
to bear my part in all its passing events.

On Sunday, October 12, Calistoga Orthodox Wines hosted its 3rd annual wine-tasting and silent auction to raise funds 
for producing the wines. The event at St. Simeon Church featured eight local winemakers pouring their wines for guests,  
in addition to the chalice wines. Attendees milled about the spacious church lawn underneath globe lanterns from mid-
afternoon until well after dark, enjoying an open-flame paella bar, desserts, and live instrumental music. Many took home 
valuable items donated to the silent auction by local stores and spas. New this year was a children's area, featuring various  
crafts that the children could make and take home.  With over 100 participants, this year's wine-tasting was the most  
successful fundraiser yet for Calistoga Orthodox Wines. If you missed the event, mark your 2015 calendar for Columbus 
Day Weekend, and join us next year! 

 California Kagor Premium Orthodox Chalice Wine and Traditional Blend Chalice Wine are high-quality wines made 
according to the specifications of the Orthodox Church. The Kagor, as its name indicates, is of exceptionally high quality 
and is made according to the specifications of Tsar Peter the Great and the Russian Church Council of 1915. For more  
information on these wines, please see http://calistogaorthodoxwine.com/about.html. Proceeds from the sale of the wines 
benefit Holy Assumption Monastery and St. Simeon Church. 

At the registration table –  
What did we forget this time?

A full house – or should we  
say “a full yard”?

Paella by the tonSilent auction itemsDave plays guitar so fast  
that his arm is a blur!

Setting up the crafts table Crafts are fun, but  
bubbles are “funner.”

Let my prayer arise

http://calistogaorthodoxwine.com/about.html


November 2014 Schedule for Holy Assumption Monastery & St. Simeon Church
Monastery contact info – (707) 942-6244; email – sisters.holyassumptionmonastery@gmail.com; 

website – http://www.holyassumptionmonastery.com

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
5:00pm Vigil (at St 

Simeon Parish

2 

9:40am Hours/ 
Divine Liturgy (at 
St Simeon Parish)

3 4 5 6 7 8 
5:00pm Reader's 

Vigil (at Monastery)

9 
9:40am Hours/ 
Divine Liturgy

Visiting Clergy

4:00pm Vespers, 
followed by 

FRIENDS 
POTLUCK 

(both at 
Monastery)

10 11 12 13 14 15 
9:00am 
RETREAT

The Divine Liturgy: 
Communing Both 

Vertically and 
Horizontally

5:00pm Vigil 

(both at Monastery)

16 

9:40am Hours/ 
Divine Liturgy (at 

Monastery)

17 18 19 20 

5:00pm Vigil (at 
Monastery)

21 
9:40am Hours/ 

Divine Liturgy (at 
Monastery) 

Entrance of the 
Theotokos into 

the Temple

22

5:00pm Reader's 
Vigil (at Monastery)

23 

9:40am Hours/ 
Divine Liturgy (at 
St Simeon Parish)

24 25 

5:00pm Vigil (at 
Monastery)

26 
5:40am Hours/ 

Divine Liturgy (at 
Monastery) 

St. Innocent of 
Irkutsk

27 

10:00am 
Thanksgiving 

Moleben (at St 
Simeon Parish

28 29 

5:00pm Vigil 
( at Monastery)

30 
9:40am Hours/ 

Divine Liturgy (at 
Monastery)
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The Divine Liturgy: 

Communing Both 

and 
Saturday, Nov. 15 

Schedule 

9 am Session 1 

10:15 am Session 2 

12:15 pm Akathist  

1:00 pm Lunch  

2:00 pm Session 3  

3:30 pm Closing  

 

Limited Capacity! 

RSVP today! 

(707) 942-6244 

 

No fee 

Suggested donation  

$30  

WITH THE V. REV. FR. 
STEPHAN MEHOLICK  

 

“When we partake of 

the Holy Eucharist 

worthily and in faith, 

we are united to 

Christ and through 

Him to one another.” 

2014 FALL RETREAT 
at 

 

Holy Assumption Monastery  

1519 Washington Street, Calistoga, CA 94515 

(707) 942-6244 

Sisters.holyassumptionmonastery@gmail.com 

http://holyassumptionmonastery.com 
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